


“It doesn’t matter what you believe, as long
as you are sincere.” That’s what a salesman told
me one day—and so many people have said
the same thing that it is almost a proverb.

We all admire the sincere man, but we
despise hypocrisy. We have great respect for
a man so sincerely earnest in his convictions
that he is willing to die for them.

But is sincerity enough?

Bill sincerely believed the railroad tracks
were clear, but when the train smashed into
his car, he died instantly.

Mrs. Jones sincerely believed she was taking
a dose of medicine from the medicine cabinet,
but the poison killed her.

The murderer sincerely felt he was doing a
good thing to rid the community of the man
he hated. But the court disagreed, and he went
to the electric chair.

Just so, sincerity will not save your soul if
you believe the wrong thing. In fact, it is far
more deadly to believe the wrong thing than
to drink poison.

Truth matters

The statement, “It doesn’t matter what you
believe,” assumes that any faith is all right and



will get you to Heaven if you follow it sincerely.
To believe that is fatall Our belief does not
change reality.

Many who earnestly worship images of
wood and stone are ever so sincere, but they are
lost. Muslims stop their work and drop to their
knees and pray to Allah five times daily. Many
of them are sincere, but without Jesus they are
lost. Many Jews with unquestioned sincerity
go through a careful ritual of feasts and holy
days, but if they are among the multitudes who
have rejected the Christ, they are lost.

Many today are quite certain that truth is
relative; that each person’s version of truth is
right for himself, but if Jesus Christ is not at
the center of their truth, they, too, are lost.

Nor are all saved who call themselves Chris-
tians. If you place your hope of salvation in
keeping the sacraments of a church, you are
lost. If you rest your faith in religious ceremo-
nies or a religious system, you are lost. If you
think the gates of Heaven will swing open for
you because you have done many good things,
you may be one hundred percent sincere, but
you are certainly lost.

If you place your hope in some past experi-
ence, such as praying a prayer or responding



to an altar call, but do not know Jesus person-
ally and do not seek to obey Him, you are lost.
Jesus said, “Not every one that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven.”

Believe Jesus

It is the devil’s lie that it makes no difference
what you believe. It makes a world of differ-
ence—an eternity of difference—what you
believe! A person can be saved only by coming
as a needy, helpless sinner to the Lord Jesus
Christ and accepting His pardon—a pardon
made possible because Christ died on the cross
for us. He alone can save us and keep us saved.
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for
there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved,” cried
the Apostle Peter (Acts 4:12).

It does matter what you believe. Place your
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ with all the
sincerity of your heart, and He will give you
peace with God and everlasting life.

-George Smoker, adapted
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